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Small Talk: The Art
of Boring Conversations

Small talk. Isn’t that boring? Well... yes. Can you
avoid it? Well... no. This book is your guide to the
‘Do you come here often?” moments we all love to
hate.

Small talk is a very real and useful tool to take your
first steps in a new language. This book will teach
you how to introduce yourself, ask basic questions
and keep a conversation going, so you can get
through small talk painlessly and maybe even have
a little fun along the way!

Who is this book for?

It is written with beginner learners of Arabic (Al -
A2 level) in mind, and contains:

v" Only basic vocabulary

v" Short sentences

v Context to facilitate understanding

v

Full translation
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What’s in this book?

v (Painfully) real-life conversations
You will read over 40 small talk conversations
from diverse and realistic settings. It may not be

the most exciting thing, but it's definitely useful!

v Simple, yet engaging
This book uses simple vocabulary and
expressions, and that’'s exactly what you need

when you start learning a language.

v Side-by-side translation of the full text
Each conversation includes a complete
translation. Sentences are numbered, enabling
you to effortlessly locate the corresponding
English phrase. Enjoy the pleasure of reading

without the need for a dictionary.
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- Good morning.

- Good morning.

Isn't the weather great?

- Yes, itis.

It's warm today.

And there are no clouds.

We really are having a lovely summer.

- Yes, | think so too.

The weather is really nice at the moment.
- But it's supposed to change next week.
It's supposed to rain.

It's getting colder.

- That's a shame.

But rain is better than heat.

| don't like it when it's too hot.

- Oh, I don't like rain.
| like heat better.

| like a hot summer.
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- Hi, your name is Dana, right?
- Yes, that's right.

How do you know?

- We've already met.

We've talked before.

- Oh, when was that?

| can't remember.

- It was two weeks ago.

We were at a party.

We both know Zahra.

- Ah yes, that's right!

Now | remember!

Sorry | didn't remember right away.
- No problem.

It was a great party!

- Yes, it was!
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- Can | ask you something?
How old are you?

- How old are we?

I'm 25 years old.

I'm the oldest.

- Oh, you look younger!

- You think so?

| don't see it, but thanks!

- And how old are the others?
- Amina is 20.

- And how old is Youssef?

- He's 21 years old.

No, wait, his birthday was yesterday.
He turned 22 yesterday.

And how old are you?

- I'm also 20, just like Amina.



